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In Luke, chapter nine, we will 
begin reading with verse twenty- 
one, and read through verse twen- 
ty-four. 

“And he straightly charged 
them, and commanded them to 
tell no man that thing: 

“Saying, The Son of man 
must suffer many things, and 
be rejected of the elders and 

- Chief priests and scribes, and 
be slain, and be raised the third 
day. 

“And he said to them all, If 
any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow 
ure, 

“For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: but whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my 
sake, the same shall save it.” - 


This passage is very similar to 
the one given in Mark where the 


' meaning is slightly different, where 


the Saviour seems to apply it to 
lost people and where He says: 
“What shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” But this mes- 
sage is to Christians, to people who 


are born-again, and the danger is 


in losing the life instead of the soui. 

The Saviour has just _ said, 
“Whom say ye that I am?” And 
Peter has said, ‘“The Christ of God.” 
Then Jesus said, “You needn’t dis- 
cuss that with others now until 
after the resurrection,” but He said, 
“The Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and 
be slain, and be raised the third 
day.” | 

One thing the ford Jesus faced 
from the day He was born, yea, 
from before the world began, when 
God’s plan was first made; He 
faced the cross. When Jesus came 
and was carried into the wilderness 
to be tempted of Satan, the temp- 
tation culminated and came into 
the open in the insistence that Je- 
sus go around the cross, detour and 
miss the cross. 

Satan said, “Do you see all the 
kingdoms of this world ?”’ 

Jesus answered back (I am put- 
ting in some words here, but I 
am sure this is the sense of the 
scripture), “Yes, I see them, I 
made them, and I am going to have 
them one of these days when the 
kingdoms of this world become the 


‘kingdoms of our Lord and of His 


Take Up the Cross! 


Christ.” (This will happen at 
Christ’s personal coming to reign. 
See Rev. 11:15). 


The devil said, “Yes, I know. But 
the way you are going, you will 
have to go by way Of the cross. It 
will mean agony and loss of all 
things, and pouring out your soul 
unto death, and having the weight 
of the sins of this world.” The 
devil said, “I have a way for you 
to have the kingdoms without that. 
If you will bow down and -vorship 
me, you may have the kingdoms 
without the cross.’ 4 


But the Saviour scorned Satan’s 
suggestion, and said, “It is writ- 
ten, thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” 


But the temptation never left the 
Saviour. From that day on, this 
is the temptation Jesus faced every 
day. Satan departed from Him and 
left Him for a little season. But 
it was only a temporary slack in 
the temptation. It carne back every 
day. 

In some way, that temptation 
which the dear Saviour faced is 
the same every Christian faces ail 
the time — to miss the cross. Oh, 
how Satan hates the cross! Mod- 
ernists do, too. Unbelievers do not 
mind the teaching about the Naz- 
arene peasant who was a fine 
teacher, a good' example, a voor, 
ignorant Jew who died for a false 
hope, a good man, a4 kind of a 
sissy who was born of a Jewish 
harlot. But if we preach the cross 
on which the Son of God died to 
save men, Satan doesn’t Jike that, 
modernists do not like that, unbe- 
lievers do not like that. But Jesus 
went to the cross. 


One time Peter said to Him, 
‘Master, this shall not be! You 
not going to the cross.” 


And Jesus turned to His first 
apostle and said to him, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan. Thou art an 
offense unto me!”’ , 


Note this strange contrast. In the 
Garden of Gethsemane when Judas 
came to betray Him with a traitor’s 


kiss — and that must have been 
the. most shameful hour any man 
ever endured — he held His cheek 
to be kissed, and He called Judas 
Iscariot, ‘‘Friend.’”’ But when His 
beloved disciple, Peter, said, “You 
are not going to die on the cross, 
you must not go to the cross,’ He 
said to Peter, “‘Get thee behind me, 
Satan,” because he would hinder 
the Saviour’s going to the cross, 
But this burning, shameful kiss on 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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“IT met my old friend John Cal- 
lahan of New York City the other 
day. Now he is a mission worker, 


but there was a time when the: 


police knew him only as a crimi- 
nal and a man to be watched. 

“But one time he found his way 
into a rescue mission, and the 
shackles of sin_fell away. 

“He had four photographs in the 
Rogues’ gallery, and the fact 
troubled him. He secured three of 
them from the Chicago police 


through the influence of a friend; 


but there was one in Joilet that he 


could not obtain. 


“Some time later he and Harry 
Monroe were ee rms 
for the gues e e 
nek Sanitarium. Among the 
was John P. Altgeld, gover- 

nor of Illinois. 
“My friend told what Jesus had 
done for him, and how he had tried 
to get his records away from Joliet. 


Blotting Out the Past 


When he ~-had finished, Governor 
Altgeld came up wiping his eyes, 
and said, ‘Mr. Callahan, I'll see 
what I can do for you.’ A few 
days later my friend received a let- 
ter from the Executive mansion, 
and it said: 

“ ‘My dear Mr. Callahan: It gives 
me great pleasure to enclose your 
photograph from the penitentiary 
of Joliet, and to tell you that your 

Bertillon records have been de- 
stroyed. There is no record ex- 
cept in your memory that you were 
ever there.’ 


nor of the world. Because he is 
just, He is obligated to punish you 
for your sins. But since: Jesus 


Christ has Himself borne the pen- 
alty, the great Governor is able 


|to become your Friend, and destroy 


the past records. As He says in 
the Bible, ‘And I will remember 


“God is the great moral Gover- |. 


BY REV. HYMAN APPELMAN 


(Preached at Founders Week. 
Conference, Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, February 7, 1941. Steno- 
graphically reported for Thé Sword 
of the Lord.) 


Tonight I want to call your at- 
tention to some verses of Scripture 
in the 7th chapter of Luke, begin- 
ning with the 19th verse: 


“And John: calling unto him 
two of his disciples sént them 
to Jesus, saying, Art thou he 
that should come? or look we 
for another ? 

“20. When the men were 
come unto him, they said, 
John Baptist hath sent us unto 
thee, saying, Art thou he that 
should come? or look we for 
another ? 

“21. And in that same hour 
he cured many of their infirmi- 
ties and plagues, and of evil 
spirits; and unto many that 
were blind he gave sight. 

“22. Then Jesus answering 
said unto them, Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye 
have seen and heard; how that 
the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
to the poor the gospel is 
preached. 

‘23. And blessed is he, who- 
soever shall not be offended in 
me.” 

I am taking as my text tonight 
the question, ‘‘Art thou he that 
should come? or look we for an- 
other?” My subject is “The 
Sng Question.” You know, 
ohn had done the very best that 
he knew how. You know that. Je- 
sus said in the 28th verse of this 
same chapter, “For I say unto you, 
Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist.” He 
had done all he knew how to do 
and yet his doing of his best had 
gotten him in trouble. Though it 
was through no fault of his own, 
no mistake of his own, no sin of 
his own, no misdeed of his own, 
he was locked up in prison and 
it seems nobody was payirg any 
attention to him, least of all, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. You know, I 
have often wondered what John 
saw when he pointed to Jesus and 
cried, ‘‘Behold, the Lamb of God.” 
Whether he saw in his .fullness 
what we see now and understand 
now and believe now, I do not 
know. Surely the very language it- 
self would teach John that Jesus 
would be the promised Messiah or 
was the promised Messiah that God 
told the Jews would come among 
them in the years to come. And 
yet this same Jesus whose way 
John was preparing had ignored 
him absolutely.. Doubt begin to be 
raised in John’s mind. I don’t know 
if you will agree with me on this, 
but I will say this just the same. 
Under certain circumstances doubt 
is not always a sin. We are so 
constituted that we cannot have 
perfect faith, Maybe I am _ not 
speaking about you but I know I 
am speaking about myself and a 
lot of other people whom I have 
met in my time. Sometimes the 
‘doubt comes because of insufficien- 
F. ‘If I could tell you what is in 

my heart right now you would 
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think I. didn’t believe the Bible at 
all, but I do. 

You say, 
heart ?”’ 

I will tell you. How in the name 
of everything that is holy can God 
use anybody like me to bring you 
a message from God? That is 
what’s in my heart. God can do 
it. Doubt is of Satan. I know that 
my own limitations, inexperience, 
lack of knowledge introduces 
doubt. The devil does it, it is true. 
But sometimes doubt is caused by 
idleness. When you are on a bed 
of sickness; or when you wait for 
some board to send you out to some 
mission field, or when you wait for 
God to open doors, when you wait 
for and the Lord sends you to 
some service that doesn’t seem to 
be any nearer opening than it was 
when you first started waiting, then 
the old devil comes along and says, 
“There is nothing to it.”” He wants 
you not to serve God and he tells 
you that God hasn’t called you, 
that. you have made a mistake in 
feeling that He has, and then there 
is doubt. 

That was John. How long he 
stayed in jail, I do not know. How 
long he was in prison, the Bible 
does not quite tell. That man who 
used to be outside of jail in com- 
munion with God, seeing people 
saved through his preaching, is 
now locked up in the very prime, 
the very vigor, in the very middle 
of his ministerial career and he 
begins to doubt. 

Then sometimes, I know in my 
own life it is so, and in many of 
your lives, doubt is caused by im- 
patience. We want the Lord to an- 
swer our prayers right quickly. I 
have discovered why the Lord dves 
not always answer my prayers, I 
mean, why He doesn’t always an- 
swer in a hurry as soon as we 
ask Him. 


Suppose I come to a revival like 
I come from one here, from Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, I am. going from | 
here to St. Paul. I will stand up in 
St. Paul and preach a sermon and 
give an invitation, and as soon as 
I give the invitation, people stert 
flocking down the aisles. The next 
time I went to another revival they 
did the same thing, and the same 
thing happens the next time. Two 
things would happen. Hyman Ap- 
pelman wculd think he was some- 
body come to town and that just 
isn’t so., And the second thing 
would be that people would say 


“What is in your 
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THE DOUBTER’S QUESTION 


that Hyman Appelman did it. But 
when I have to toil and struggle 
and strive and pray, plead, weep, 
agonize and realize my own insuf- 
ficience and then when the answer 
comes, the glory goes to God. Now 
that is “Jewalogy.” (Brother Ap- 
pelman is a Jew. — Editor) It may 
not be theology but it sure fits my 
kind of thinking about the: Word 
of God. There was John in that 
jail cell in doubt. We face about 
the same condition, not physically 
but if the Lord withholds His com- 
ing, perhaps we will have to face 
them physically. 

I sat this morning and listened 
to Col. Miles giving his interpre- 
tation. At first I didn’t like him, 
but when he got through I was 
reacly to kiss his hand, I sure was, 
because he sure put me in my right 
place. He gave me a good sulphur 
and molasses tonic. It is needed in 


this springtime. A lot of yoti don’t 


know what sulphur and molasses is, 
but it is good for you in the right 
time and in the right place. That 
is what he did, just thinking about 
how his poor heart must be ach- 
ing, breaking over conditions of 
things here, there, yonder where 
he has been. He knows so many, 
he has led to Christ so many mem- 
bers in his churches in such terrible 
experiences today. It is the same 
way with us, so much unhappiness, 
so much disturbance, so many dis- 
couraging, disappointing things. 
After awhile people begin to think 
this Christianity, this religion, this 
gospel we are preaching about, 
singing about, is just of our own 
imagination. And to us too there 
comes a time when we would like 
to face Jesus and say, “Art thou 
He that should come? or look we 
for another? Art thou the Christ, 
the Son of God, or is all this a 
mistake?”’ I want to analyze that 
question and apply it: to the 
Moody’s Founders Week and our 
lives, the circumstances and condi- 
tions of the world in penne 
Scripturally. 


First, the appeal of perplexity — 
the question itself. Second, the an- 
swer of the past, and third, the 
application to the present. The ap- 
peal of perplexity, what happened 
in the past to give us the assur- 
ance that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, that He has all power 
in Heaven and in earth, and then 
the application to the present. 


Now you know when we look 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


The editor is closing today, 
March 16, eight happy days with 
Rev. Earnest I. Reveal and the 
Evansville Rescue Mission, Evans- 
ville, Indiana. We have had large 
crowds, reaching 800 or more, I 
suppose, and before the evening 
service tonight there have been 36 
public professions, of faith in 
Christ, including some who came as 
backsliders to make a new start. 
The fellowship has been specially 
sweet. Mrs. Rice and my baby, 
Joy, three years old, have spent 
this week with me and that was a 
great treat to me. 


Many of the nation’s greatest 
preachers have spoken at this great 
rescue mission. In recent weeks 
Dr. Bob Jones, Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, Dr. Herbert W. Bieber, and 
Evangelist Anthony Zeoli have 
been the special speakers. Dr. 
William Evans will come in April, 
it is announced, and Evangelist 
Harry Vom Bruch and Dr. Bob 
Schuler in May. 

This great mission has gone since 


1917, twenty-four years, 8,765 days 


8 Days at Evansville Rescue Mission 


and nights without closing, winning 
thousands of souls and doing un- 
measured good. Here is a report 
for last year which will indicate 
the kind and amount of work done. 


Partial Report of Activities 
For 1940 


Just a small part of the work 
accomplished — 


Mission 

25,120 heard gospel in nightly 
services (Chapel) ; 24,400 heard the 
special speakers; 1,045 conversions 
(professed); 922 prayer services; 
460 home calls; 271 Hospital calls; 
166 services conducted by Service 
Club; 12,500 gospels distributed 
(St. John); 60 average attendance 
at Mothers’ Meetings; 10 average 
daily in Nursery; 200 average at- 


tendance in Sunday School; 40 av- 


erage attendance at Young People’s 


| Services; 93 broadcasts from Main 


Auditorium and Camp Reveal over 
Station WGBF'; 16,200 articles of 
clothing given away; 800 pairs of 
shoes given away; 242 pieces of 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


around at our churches, our homes, 
Wwe are in perplexity. We have 
failed. We have failed miserably, 
dreadfully. We have failed in our 
own personal lives. Here you are, 
the pick and choice, and I have no 
hesitation about saying that of 
Christians of all the United States 
of America and perhaps some other 
lands like Brother Sale-Harrison, 
Brother Miles, etc. You are the 
best and choicest and finest Chris- 
tians there are in the United 
States. surely. certainly the choic- 
est in this part of our great coun- 
try. But if I were to ask you to 
come up here one by one and ask 
you the question, “Are you satis- 
fied with your religion?” you 
would say, “No, I don’t 
enough. I don’t study the 
enough. I don’t love the Lord 
enough. I didn’t stay far away 
enough from the world. I didn’t 
fight the devil enough. I didn’t win 
enough souls. I didn’t have enough 
of the Holy Spirit’s power and the 
Holy*Spirit didn’t have enough of 
me.”’ Every last one of us, thé best 
and choicest in this congregation 
would beat our breast and with 
tears of penitential confession would 
say that we have failed, we have 
come short even of our own stand- 
ard for ourselves and let alone the 
standard of the Lord Jesus Christ 
has set up for us. Just think of 
our homes. My friends, I say this 
in every revival. Of the 150 or 200 
that I have held in these ten or 
most eleven years I have been 
preaching the gospel, I have said 
this to almost every congregation 
time and time again, and I say it 
to you, that I wouldn’t.for this 
room full of gold (and that is a 
pretty good size statement for a 
Jew to make), I wouldn’t for this 
room full of gold ask the average 
Christian: congregation to stand up 
and testify as to how many of them 
have family religion. The families 
have failed Christ. There are no 
more altars, no more worship. So 
many don’t even say grace over the 
meat, no mention of the Word of 
God, no mention of the hour of 
communion with God in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I say to you that 
my own conviction is as deep- 
seated as my religion, is that most 
of the troubles in the United States 
of America and in the world are 
traceable to this one thing, that 
Christians have failed and the 
Christian home has failed. If the 
homes would tighten up and take 
hold of God and say to the world, 
“As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord,” I think it would 
look a whole lot different. 


Bible 


how our churches have failed. I 
don’t mean they have failed in the 
sense that they have gone after 
modernism. I have heard a lot 
about modernism and I know there 
are modernistic groups and mod- 
ernistic preachers but at least in 
part of the country where I come 
from the majority of preachers stiil 
believe the Bible is the inspired 
Word of God, that Christ was thie 
virgin-born Son of God and that 
the blood of Calvary’s cross was 
the price of our eternal redeinp- 
tion. They believe in the resur- 
rection from the dead, in the judg- 
ment, in the second coming of 
Christ, in Heaven, Hell, and so on, 
everything contained in the funda- 
mentals of our faith. What I mean 
by the churches have failed is this, 
we are not as Churches aggressive 
enough in our Christianity. We 
are not aggressive enough. I am 
tired of apologetic Christianity. I 
am tired having to defend the faith. 


I want to go out and take faith 
and hit somebody, preferably the. 
_ devil, over the head with it. I am 


tired of polishing the Sword »f 
the Spirit and taking a word here 


~~. and there and turning to this pas- 


sage and saying, “Here are three 
C’s, four L’s, five P’s.’”’ I want to 
take this Word of God and just 


_ sheath it in the heart of Satan. I 
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pray 


Then just think of our churches, 


want to take the Word of God and 
use it to cleave asunder every ex- 
cuse, every alibi that an unsaved 
soul has and win that soul for the 
Lord Jesus Christ... I want fight- 
ing Christianity, victorious Chris- 
tianity. Just think how few of our 
churches are engaged in that kind 
of a warfare against the devil. 
We have a beautiful town in 
Texas called San Angelo. It is a 
beautiful place, a clean, fine place. 
I was in a revival meeting there. 
One of the great denominational 
men of Texas, one the dearest 
friends I have in the world, a man 
as good and clean and fine and fun- 
damental in religion as anybody 
in this great auditorium to- 
night — well, He was there in a 
revival, too. Our meetings over- 
lapped. The town was large enough 
to hold three or four revivals. One 
day he came to the Cactus Hotel 


prayer, he and I and the pastor, 
and he said, “Hyman; you know 
you can’t expect to have as great 
revivals as D. L. Moody had.” 

I said,. “Why not?” 

“Too many automobiles. There 
that old story) — “too many maga- 
zines, too many moving picture 
shows.” 

I bowed my head in my hands 
and sobbed like a child, and when I 
got through, I apologized for 
showing my feeling. 

He said, ‘“‘Why did you cry?’’ 

“I will tell you why. If I be- 
lieved that the movie and the ra- 
dio and the magazine and the auto- 
mobile could stop God, then I have 
lived too long.” That is the way I 
feel. Do you know what they call 
that in the army? They call that 
“passing the buck.” We are just 
not paying the price D. L. Moody 


‘paid. We are just not going the 


limits with God that he did and 
some. of the rest of the princes of 
Israel in the days of the past. No, 
my friends, it is time for us to 
quit apologizing, quit finding ex- 
cuses. : 

You know one of the most hate- 
ful words to me is the word “con- 
sidering.” You go to a church and 
ask, ‘““‘What kind of meetings have 
you had?” and the people will look 
at you and say, “Last year Brother 
So and So was-here and it rained — 
but considering the rain we had a 
pretty good meeting.” The year be- 
fore that there was a fair — con- 
sidering the fair we had a pretty 
good meeting. The year before that 
it Was “spinal punturitis’’ — just 
any old excuse, any old alibi, just 
like sinners have excuses and like 
backslidden, Christians have ex- 
cuses for not moving their mem- 
bership. Even so the pastors and 
churches have all kinds of alibis 
and arguments and excuses. But, 
my friends, not all the alibis and 
arguments and excuses in all the 
world will even win a single soul 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
supposed to look beyond circum- 
stances. We are supposed to have 
a God in whose vocabulary there is 
no such word as “considering” ex- 
cept unbelief and sinfulness in the 
hearts of people. 7 

Now we have failed as a na- 
tion. America, which is supposed 
to be a Christian country, yet they 
say that seventy-three out of every 
hundred people in the United States 
of America make absolutely no 
pretense at Christianity, seventy- 
three out of every hundred people 
in the United States of America, 
not in China, but America, with- 
out Christ. And after that number 
consider those who are members 
of the church not saved and it is 
enough to make your blood run 
chill in your veins. Every time you 
bury three juniors, that means 
children between nine and twelve, 
three of them; you bury three 
juniors and two of them are with- 
out the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour. Just think of it! 
We have failed in this country. 

And then just think of what hap- 
pened in this country politically 
and economically and socially. I 
don’t have time for these things 
but the greatest mistake that any 
nation in this modern day and time 
committed was when America 
reco Russia. It wasn’t of 
God. It was of the devil. What 
fellowship has Christ with Belial? 
What fellowship has Godless Rus- 
sia based on atheism, with a nation 
based on the religion of the New 
Testament? What part have God 
filled men’s hearts with commu- 
nists who deny everything we be- 
lieve? 


‘Shall I go on and tell you how 


’ 


where I was staying. We had' 


are too many radios’—(You know. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


the world has failed? You know 
without my telling you. There are 
more wars, more rumors of wars, 
more destruction, more desolation, 
more trouble, more hatred, enmity, 
discouragement, more darkness, 
more deviltry, more death in this 
generation than any other age. in 
the history of man, perhaps. *We 
need help! We need help! Friends, 
do you see we will go by the board 
unless Deity steps in? We need 
God! 

Oh, democracy — I want you to 
understand; I hope if it is sinful, 
may the Lord forgive me. I hope 
to die twenty-four hours before 
England is whipped, if she is go- 
ing to be whipped. I had rather 
not live to see that. I don’t think 
there is going to be any “whipped’ 
for England, but, oh, my friends, 
you study the churches of the na- 
tion just before a war, study the 
Anglican church, study my own 
Baptist church, see the indifference 
and the coldness and the uncon- 
Fcern, the prayerlessness — How 
long has it been since England has 
been swept with a revival of re- 
ligion? Oh, then, democracy! You 


| See, unless democracy falls at the 


feet of God and recognizes the 
totalitarianism of Jesus Christ, the 
only One who has a right to dic- 
»tate the affairs of men. Any way, 
the world has failed and needs 
help. 

Now to whom shall we go for 
help? Shall we go to the govern- 
ment? They have made a mess of 
it, a terrible mess. Shall we go to 
the educators? Beloved, an ignorant 
devil is bad, but an educated devil 
is terrible! That is the only differ- 
erence. The first proverb I mem- 
orizea as a child when I came from 
Russia was, “You can’t make a 
silkpurse out of a pig’s ear.’ But, 
thank God, the Lord Jesus Christ 
can make a lamb out of a hog. 
I have seen Him do it. Even a Jew 
can be a hog, but the Lord sure 
has changed me and made me suit 
His will. But, friends, we need 
something more than government 
can give us. We need something 
more than schools can give us. We 
need something more than our 
philosophy, commentators, educa- 
tors, legislators, reformers can give 
us. The question is: Shall we go 
to God and Christ or talk of help- 
ing ourselves, as we have done, 
in this dance of delirium, and find 
ourselves helpless? ‘“To whom shall 
we go?” Every one of you will 
echo my statement that the ‘only 
One who can help in this day and 
time is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But, friends, talk is cheap, very 
cheap. Even Christian talk is 
cheap. I believe like Col. Miles 
said this morning, I believe like 
Jesus Christ and like the New Tes- 
tament did, like Emerson did, that 
is, that our actions ought to speak 
so loud people don’t have to wait 
for words to tell where we are, to 
tell what we are trying to pass on. 
It is the same way about this. Just 
to stand up before America and 
Say, “Let’s have a revival of re- 
ligion, it will straighten things 
out.” It won’t work! Someone -is 
liable to say, “I am from Missouri. 
Show me.” Just to stand up before 
America and say, “Go to church 
and things will work out like they 
were greased,” won’t work. No, 
you have to have proof, you have 
to have backing facts. : 

And that is the second word— 
the answer of the past. You know, 
there has been troublous times in 
the past. There has never been 
a generation of man from the first 
generation until this time that were 
not engaged some time in some 
kind of war. There has always 
been hatred, discouragement and 
disturbances, sickness and sorrow 
and suffering. There have always 
been rich man, poor man, béggar 
man, thief. There have always been 
crooks of every kind and descrip- 
tion. There have always been lead- 
ers trying to line their own pockets, 
build up their own prestige, who 
are willing to say, “After us the 
deluge. What do we care?” 

Let’s see. Has God been able to 
help in the past? You may not 
remember much I have said to- 
night, but I sure want you to re- 
member this. You listen. First, 
we have the promise of the past. 
It still says in the Bible, “If my 
people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land” (II Chron, 7:14). It still says 
in the Bible, ‘“‘Call unto me, and 
I will answer thee, and shew thee 
great. and mighty things, which 


still says in the Bible, “Ask me of 
things to come concerning my sons, 
and concerning the work of my 
hands command ye me” (Isa. 45: 
11). It still says in the Bible, “If 
ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you” (Jno. 15:7). It still says in 
the Bible, “My God shall supply 
all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:19). It still says in the Bi- 
ble, ‘“‘“Go and make disciples’ and 
last of all, “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the 
world” (Matt. 28:19, 20).. You 
know the promises of the past are 
still our possession. They have 
never been taken away from us, no 
matter what may come and go. 
The great hosts of people have 
prostrated themselves before God 
on His precious promises and have 
found confidence, grace and assur- 
ance in time of trial and trouble 
and need. cs 

Then, brother, we still have the 
precepts that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has endowed us with in the past. 

I say again, we have the Bible 
and we have the church. I.don’t 
know about you, but with me, but 
you have to if you believe in the 
church. I believe the church 1s a 
sleeping giant. It has in it the po- 
tential energies and . possibilities 
that are like dynamite, that can 
change circumstances and condi- 
tions, that can put to flight the 
enemies of the cross. She is an 
army with conquering, marching 
soldiers, under a Captain who has 
never known defeat, never known 
surrender, God the Holy Spirit. Of 
course we don’t let Him use us very 
much or should I say, we don’t use 
Him very much. I guess the first 
way would be the proper and 
Scriptural way. But you know 
from the mere fact that you are 
here, I know from the mere fact 
I am here that the Holy Spirit of 
God Almighty is a greater defense 
of a nation than all the marching 
of armies and the invention of 
planes and everything else that a 
a nation can suggest or invent or 
propose. 

You and I know that in spite of 
dark clouds, dismal prospects — in 
spite of difficult problems we face, 
the Holy Spirit of God still has in 
His mighty hands the things that 
it takes or may “take or need take 
to shake the universe. He is our 
possession by virtue of the fact 
that we are children of God. It 
is written, “Repent and be bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall 
call” (Acts 2:38, 39). And then 
again (how many tears have I 
shed over this blessed word, “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree: 
That the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ: that we might re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith” (Gal. 3:13, 14). Yes, 
we still have the possession of the 
past. We still have the same Bible 
that Martin Luther shook the 
Catholic church with. We still have 
the same Bible that John Wesley 
saved England with for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We still have the 
same Bible that took D. L. Moody 
from the shoe store and made him 


man of his day and time. We have 
still got the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ whom He loves and 
cherishes for which He was willing 
to go to the cross and for which 


he poured out His blood. But most 


of all, the highest of all and the 
chiefest of all, we who are children 
of God still have the Holy Spirit. 
One more thing about the answer 
of the past. Not only the promises 
of the past, not only the precepts 
to the Gentiles, used in the past 
to break down the gates of Hell 
in days gone, but, friends, I want 
yousto think with me for a moment 
about the performances of the past, 
what the Lord Jesus Christ has 
done in the past, what these insti- 
tutes have done, what this Bible 
has done, what this Holy Spirit has 


has done, what the people of God 
and we are all in these things part 


of the blessed Christ. What we 


have done, what they have done, 
what He has done is best in the 
past for it is God which worketh 


own good pleasure and whatever 


thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). It 


we do for the glory of the Lord, 


a 


the peer and superior of any Jiving | 


done, what our blessed Christianity | 


in you both to. will and to do His). 
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whatever we have been able to ac- 
complish in the service of the Lora, 
these great men I have mentioned 
who have gone out to be with Je- 
sus — I mean that it was Christ 
working in them. , 

The first thing, what has Jesus 
done in the ages that are past? 


Friends, this terrible war that is - 


going on in Europe that has made 
every Christian heart, every Chris- 
tian soul tremble — every Chris- 
tian mind in all the world is lifted 
up to God in holy horror. War is 
an awful thing, a criminal thing, 
a hellish, hateful thing, a dark, 
dismal thing. Why? Because Je- 
sus Christ has prescribed it. Where 
is slavery? It is gone because Je- 
sus threw the shackles off of the 
slaves. Where are the women who 
are supposed to be the chattels of 
men? Where are the children who 
could be bought and sold, driven 
out, whipped to death by any fa- 


ther who took it in his mind to do . 


so? Why is it that we are living 
in this glorious U. S. A.? 

God bless America! People are 
singing it, shouting it. I want to 
say, beloved, if everyone who sings 
that marvelous song, “God Bless 
America,” would really: mean it 
with their hearts as well as With 
their lips; if the man who wrote 
that song, who is a kinsman ac- 
cording to the flesh, Irvin Berlin, 
if he was only a Christian, what 
he could do for Christ in the way 
of song writing. But the man who 
wrote that song doesn’t know the 
first thing it is talking about. 

Just think of what Jesus has 
done in the past for the world. 
Wherever that Galilean stepped, 
wherever He left His footprints, 
civilization, culture, schools, hos- 
pitals, joy and songs of women and 
laughter of children have risen 
from His tracks. Why, He has 
changed the course of an empire. 
Yes, He has changed and amelio- 
rated the conditions of almost the 
entire world. Then just think of 
what he has done for individuals. 
Oh, beloved Christian, when I 
starfed down to the pulpit, and sit- 
ting here by your great president 
I said, ‘““‘What a challenge.” There 
are 5,000 people perhaps listening 
to this poor voice and poor sermon. 
Oh, what a work we could do if 
we and nobody else would tell what 
Jesus has done for us. Yes, the 
performances of the past. 

Oh, I have gone from one end 
of this country to the other, nortn, 
south, east and west. I have seen 
every kind of conversion possible 
take place, under every condition 
you could see in that time. But I 
have never gotten over the wonder 
of a soul lost in sin, dark and dead 
and blind, coming to Christ. Have 
you ever seen them when they 
came down the aisle, when they 
were unhappy, discouraged, and Je- 
sus saved. them and the light of 
Heaven blossomed out across their 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


THE DOUBTER’S QUESTION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) | 


faces? Did you ever see that? I 
have many times, and, friends, that 


is enough to make anybody believe gry 


that Jesus is the Christ, that we 
need not look for any other. 

Let me tell you just one other 
incident and I hasten on. Last year 
I was in Augusta, Georgia, and 
met a Jew. He had a good Jew 
name, Israel Aaronson. He was 
fifty-three years old. He had a 
wife, three daughters and two boys. 
The man had had a store but he 
gambled it away, he drank it away. 
Then when I was in Augusta he 
was down to nothing. He had a 
little cubby hole of a store. He 
didn’t have $50.00 worth of stuff 


' in it. He came to the revival. I 


went to his store often and he 
came up to my hotel. I pled with 
him about Christ arid he listened. 
He came to church again and again 
and again. One by one his precious 
children had been converted, all but 
the baby. His wife came forward 
and gave her heart to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. She said she wouldii’t 
join the church until he did. I 
kept on pleading. We came io the 
last week, the last few days. He 
came up to my hotel and we spent 
half the night in prayer. I didn’t 
move him seemingly. He said, ‘sz 
will Make up my mind Sunday.’ 
I had four services Sunday. In the 


morning, no Israel Aaronson. The 
Second service, no Israel Aaronson. 


Sunday afternoon no Israel Aaron- 
son, and then Sunday night and the 
crowd packed and jammed the hail. 
There was something like °2,000 
people. I couldn't see all the folks 
because the pulpit was much lower 
than this one, but I looked the best 
I,could but there was no Israel 
Aaronson. How unhappy I was. I 
was so.discouraged, so disheart- 
ened, so disappointed. Here was a 
Jew, a precious Jew, one of Christ’s 
own who had lost everything he 
had and was down to nothing and 
he hadn’t come to church. The 


‘night before I had asked him, “Why 


don’t you come? Why don’t you 
give your heart to Christ?” and 
here is the story that he told me. 
He said, “You know, I have got 
to make a living to support my 
family. I run a gambling joint for 
a man and I get $4.00 a night. If 


I become a Christian I wouldn’t 
have the job, and I would be dead 
broke. My family would go hun- 
And no matter how hard I tried 
to tell him that Christ would take 
care of him, he wouldn’t listen. And 
it was the last service. I got 
through preaching and _ starting 
giving the invitation and twenty 
or thirty some-odd people came 
down the aisle! I pled and pled. It 
got to be 10 o’clock and past. I 
had to drive that night and all the 
next day all the way back to Tex- 
as.. I knew I had to let go, the 
invitation had gone on for more 
than thirty minutes. I told that 
congregation to pray. I lifted up 
my Own poor voice and prayed and 
then I said, ‘‘We will sing two more 
verses.” I pled with sinners to 
come to Christ. I pled -with-Chris- 
tians to come into the church. They 
started singing. One or two came 
down but it seemed like there 
would be no Israel Aaronson. We 
came. to the second verse. “Let 
me make one more appeal,” I said. 
“This verse will face you at the 
judgment bar of God. Won’t you 
come?’’ They started. singing and 
all of a sudden I saw a commotion 
at the end of the seat and there 
was that man, a girl leading him 
down the aisle. I didn’t wait in the 
pulpit. I couldn’t. I jumped cut 
and we met half-way down that 
aisle and I threw my arms around 
him and kissed him and he kissed 
me and I sobbed, and Israel began 
to beat me on the back and say, 
“Appelman, it is all right. Don’t 
cry now. It is all over. I am saved. 
Glory to God.” 


I know Jesus is the Christ! I 
know I don’t need anybody else. 
I know I don't have to look any- 
where else. I know that He has 
power to forgive our sins. I know 


he has power to regenerate our 
souls. I know:He has power to 
make gur homes what they ought 
to be. I know He has power to 
change our nation from a natiun 
gone to its death by sin of every 
kind. I know He has power to 
bring peace.on earth although fic 
may not do it until He comes again. 
I know He has power to use ev- 
ery man, every woman, every child 
that will just make the humble sur- 
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render to Him. 

And that brings me to my last 
word and that is the application 
to the present. We are in a time 
of perplexity and there are ‘the per- 
formances of the past. No: nation 
that ever left God or Christ has 
succeeded. No people that ever 
turned their back on the Bible has 
ever survived. No leader whether 
it be Napoleon or Hitler or any- 
body else can mock at Christ or 
God and get away with it. You and 
I know that He is our help in time 
of trouble. He is our stronghold 
in time of need. He is the supply 
of all our strength, and He is all 
of everything that we might have 
to have to carry on. 

That is the answer to present. 
If that is true, there are three 
things we ought to do. First of all, 
you ought to accept Him as your 
personal Saviour. You ought to 
receive Him as Christ, the Son of 
God. That is why He came down 
from Heaven. That is why He died 
on the.cross, that is why He gave 
His life for our transgressions. Be- 
loved, if I were to ask you one by 
one, Christians and unsaved, ‘Do 
you love Jesus?” you would say, 
“Yes,” and maybe yuu would be 
telling the truth and maybe you 
wouldn’t. You hear me. You may 
never have thought of it. Let me 
take the dirtiest harlot on the 
streets of Chicago. Let her be a 
Gentile, raised in a Gentile com- 
munity and ask her, “Do you love 
Jésus,” she will say, ‘Yes,’ put 
she lies. Listen. You let me take 
the dirtiest tramp, the lowest riff- 
raff, the vilest outcast on the streets 
in this town, let me ask him, ‘Do 
you love Jesus?” he would say, 
“Yes,” but he lies. It is not so. Be- 
loved, if you love Jesus, if you love 
Him for what He is, if you love 
Him for what He has done or 
wants to. do, if you love Him, what 
will you do if you love Him for the 
agony of Calvary’s cross? You will 
ei Him as your personal Sav- 
our! 


The second thing if Jesus is tne 
Christ, the Son of God, if He is the 
One that should come and we need 
not look for another, let’s not only 
receive Him but let’s live Him. 
Let’s live Him regardless of any- 
thing or what anybody says, re- 
gardliess of the world, regardless 
of the popularity. Let’s say, “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness’ and stand by it 
in spite of anything and everything. 
Regardless of what it may cost, 
let’s live it. Oh, beloved, I had 
rather be a goud man than a good 
preacher anytime. I had rather 
be one kundred per cent Chris- 
tian than the greatest preacher 
who ever lived. Yes, let’s live Him. 
I had rather have it said about me 
what I have heard said about 
Gipsy Smith, “When he steps into 
the pulpit it is like Jesus com- 
ing into the crowd.” I would rather 
have them say that about me than 
for them to say I was the greatest 
evangelist, the greatest preacher, 
Bible scholar, the greatest soul 
winner in all the world. To be like 
Jesus, to be like Jesus! To live 
like Jesus so that men and women 
will know that you’ve got some- 
thing they haven’t got and that 
they need! Let’s live it, live it as 
we commune with Him in prayer, 
as.we study the pages of the Bible 
for our inspiration and guidance; 
live it in our church, in baptism 
and church membership, live it in 
our giving, in our homes, in our 
shop, live it everywhere. 


You know I heard someone say 
this morning and it is true, it is 
a well-known fact, I am sure, that 
the disciples were first vcailed 
Christians in Antioch. That might 
have been a term of ridicule. It 
might have been a term of hatred, 
but, oh, my friends, don’t you see 
that they had something that the 
world recognized? I don’t care if 
they call me Christian, if they 


-|laugh at me, as long as they know 


that 1 am a Christian. I don’t care 
if they ridicule me so long as they 
know that I am a Christian. Let’s 
live it. 

Now the third thing. Not only 
let’s receive Him, not only let’s live 
Him, but let’s give Him to others 
and pass Him on in witness bear- 
ing and in soul winning. Oh, my 
friends, that is tragically needed, 
needed desperately, needed awfully, 
needed terribly. 

I remember reading somewhere 
(I think I told you when I was 
here before, I love to think about 
it) how Mussolini stood his men in 
columns in Rome and how he pled 
with the Italians for Italy. “All 
who are willing to give up every- 
thing in the world for their Italy 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) _.- 


God Uses Things 
That Are Broken 


We may have our will surren- 
dered to do His will, and yet miss 
a large part of the blessing He 
would give us in our doing. 


Our spirit must be broken also, 
so that we see in every test, and 
circumstance of each day His lov- 
ing hand permitting, and gladly 
accept all from Him, because His 
all-seeing eye understands what 
will accomplish our “perfecting.” 
The trial can. more quickly be re- 
moved because as we accept it, 
asking for the lesson He would 
teach, and victory over Satan, He 
can then quiet us and give us the 
light we need. 


God uses most those things and 
those people for His glory which 
are most perfectly broken. The 
sacrifices He accepts are broken 
and contrite hearts. It was the 
thorough breaking down of Jacob’s 
natural strength at Peniel that got 
him where God could clothe him 
with spiritual, power. It. was by 
breaking the surface of the rock 
at Horeb by the stroke of Moses’ 
rod, that it let out the cool waters 
to thirsty people. 


It was when the three hundred. 


elect soldiers under Gideon broke 
their pitchers, a type of breaking 
themselves, that the hidden lights 
shone forth to the consternation of 
their adversaries. It was when the 
poor widow broke the seal of her 
little pot of oil and poured it forth 
that God multiplied it to pay her 
debts and supply means of support. 

It was when Esther risked her 
life and broke through the rigid 
etiquette of a heathen court that 
she obtained favor to rescue her 
people from death. It was when 
Jesus took the five loaves and 
broke them, the bread was multi- 
plied in the very act of breaking, 
sufficient to feed. five thousand. It 
was when Mary broke her beautiful 
alabaster box, rendering it hence- 
forth useless, that the pent-up per- 
fume filled the whole house. It 
was when Jesus allowed His pre- 
cious body to be broken to pieces 
by thorns and nails and spear, that 
His inner life was poured out, like 
a crystal ocean for thirsty sinners 
to drink and live. 

It is when a beautiful grain of 
corn is broken up in the earth by 
death, that its inner heart sprouts 
forth and bears hundreds of other 
grains. And thus, on and on, 
through all history, all biography, 
and all vegetation, and all spirit- 
ual life, God must have broken 
things. 

.'Those who are broken in wealth, 
and broken in self-will, and broken 


in their ambitions, and broken in; 


their beautiful ideals, and broken 
in worldly reputation, and broken 
in their affections, and broken oft- 
times in health, and those who are 
despised, and seem utterly helpless 
and forlorn, the Holy Ghost is 
seizing upon, and using for God’s 
glory. It is “the lame that take 
the prey,” Isaiah tells us. It is the 
weak that overcome the devil. God 
is waiting to take hold of our faii- 
ures and nothingness and shine 
through them. 

“Because the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men, and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men” 
(I Cor. 1:25). 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit; 
for theirs is the kingdom of heav- 
en” (Matt. 5:3). 


I ASKED THE LORD THAT I 
MIGHT GROW > 


I asked the Lord that I might grow 
In faith and love and every 


_ grace; 
Might more of His salvation know, 


And seek more earnestly His 


face. . 
'Twas.He who taught me thus to 


pray, 
And He, I trust, has answer’d 


prayer; 
But it has been in such a way 
As almost drove me to despair. 


I hop’d that in some favor’d hour 
At once He’d answer my request, 
And by His love’s constraining 
power 
Subdue my sins and give me 
rest: 


Instead of that He made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart, 
And let the angry powers of hell 
Assault my soul in ev’ry part. 


“Lord, why is this?” I trembling 
: cried; 


“wilt Thou 
to death 


pursue Thy worm 
: 7” 
“'Tis in this way,” the Lord re- 


Before God’s 
All-Seeing Eye 


John Wesley once said, “If you 
believe that God is about your bed, 
and about your path, and spieth 
all your ways, then take care not 
to do the least thing, nor to speak 
the least word, nor to indulge in 
the least thought, which you 
have reason tod think would offend 
Him. Suppose that a messenger of 
God, an angel, were now standing 
at your right hand, and fixing his 
eyes upon you, would you not care 
to abstain from every word or ac- 
tion that you knew would offend 
him? Yea, suppose one of your 
mortal fellow servants, suppose only 
a holy man stood by you, would 
you not be extremely anxious how 
you conducted yourself both in 
word and action? How much more 
cautious ought you be when you 
know, not a holy man, not an angel 
of God, but God Himself, the Holy 
One, is inspecting your heart, your 
tongue, your hand, every move- 
ment, and that He Himself will 


surely call you to account for all 
you think, speak, or act!”’ 


a , ae 


LOVE IN THE FACE — AND 
IN THE HEART 


A missionary told me that a 
young Chinese came seeking for 
baptism, and was asked how he 
had been saved. He said, “Years 
ago, in the Boxer uprising, I was 
one of those who stoned the ‘for- 
eign devils.’ I threw a stone and 
hit a missionary, and the blood 
flowed from a wound down his leg. 
I was just rejoicing in the success 
of my stone, when I saw a most 
remarkable look come over the face 
of the missionary. It was a look 
of pity and of love, and I heard 
him say, ‘Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.’ 
That look,” he said, “has haunted 
me. And when I heard you had 
come with the same gospel mes- 
sage, I felt I must come and hear 
it.’ The world sees grace only 
as it is manifested in the lives of 
those who have the love of God 
shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost. — George Goodman, in 
I Live — Yet Not I. 


plied, : 
“I answer prayer for grace and 
faith. 


“These inward trials I employ 
From self and pride to set thee 


free, 
And break thy schemes of. earthly 
joy 
That thou mayest set thine all 
in me!” 


—John Newton. 


(From a tract of The Lutheran 
Bible Institute. ) 
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PAGE FOUR 


8 Days At Evansville 


Rescue Mission 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
furniture given; 105 families aided 
with groceriés; 150 Christmas 
bags; 429 Thanksgiving baskets; 
7,183 men and boys given night’s 
lodging; 169 girls and women giv- 
en night’s lodging; 59 children 
given night’s lodging; 85 meals be- 

sides breakfast. : 
Camp ‘Reveal 


430 given week’s vacation at 
Camp Reveal; 10,080 meals served; 
570 gallons of -milk used; 1,500 
loaves of bread served. 


Special Speakers In Mission, 1940 
Dr. Walter Wilson, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Dr. Herbert Bieber, Anthony 
Zeoli, Dr. John R. Rice, Homer 
Rodeheaver, Dr. Harry Rimmer, Dr. 
Robert G. Lee, Dr. William Evans, 
D. R. Thomas, Harry Vom Bruch. 


Some remarkable conversions 
have taken place. This afternoon 
a gray headed man came weeping 
back to confess his backsliding. 

A mother came this afternoon 
telling me, “I came back to my 
church this morning and joined 
again, after being out fifteen years. 


-And here is my daughter coming 


to be saved!” The daughter trusted 
happily in the Lord. 

Last Monday a salesman visited 
a business house in Madisonville, 
Kentucky, and the business man 
turned on the radio and heard my 
broadcast from 11:30 to 12:00 
noon. The business man said some- 
thing like: “That man sure is a 
preacher!” and the salesman said, 
“I am sure going to drive over 
there and hear him Thursday 
night.” He came, with wife and 
boy, and he-and the boy were hap- 
pily saved. He gave a glowing tes- 
timony this afternoon; has been 
coming back each service from 
Kentucky. 

Wednesday night a.man held his 
hand for prayer, and his face 
Showed the greatest concern. No 
one spoke to him, and I was greatly 
burdened, but back he came Thurs- 
day night with his wife and a little 
boy. The child went to sleep in 
his lap, he didn’t stand at the in- 
vitation, but I was determined to 
see that some one urged him per- 
sonally to come to Christ, and went 
to him. He knew God was calling, 
said God had taken a baby givzl 
Christmas. Suddenly his brother 
standing near, seized the little boy 
from his arms and began to weep, 
so the dear man and his wife both 
came to trust Christ. They have 
been back regularly and seem hap- 
py in the Lord. ‘ 

Last night a brother-in-law came 
as a backslider and was used to win 
his sister-in-law who had never 
been saved. 

Early this week a sad faced 


' young woman came to the mission 


to tell how her husband abused 
arid cursed her, and she was leav- 
ing him. Brother Reveal had her 
stay here in the women’s apart- 
ments and began to pray with her 
that~her husband would be saved. 
This afternoon she brought .the 
glad news that he had become so 
broken up he could not eat or sleep, 
had sold some of the furniture to 
get money to search for her, and 
this morning had gone to her 
church, the First Christian Church, 
and was happily saved. He was to 
be baptized tonight. 

Over 500 letters have come in 
from radio listeners, one from a 
woman saved this week through 
the radio messages, others asking 
how to be saved. A man 88 with 
wife 68 both said they were not 
saved, wanted to be, asked for iny 
book, Bible Facts About Heaven. 

A Christian nurse fired to win 
souls began in the hospital and has 
won a number of souls this week. 
Then she sent for other workers 
from the mission who visited the 
hospital and won some, I think 
three, to trust in Christ. There ‘is 


3 _. evidence that God has used this 
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Take Up the Cross! 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


His face from Judas was of God, so 
He said, “Friend.” 


Jesus faced constantly this mat- 


;ter of the cross. Satan would have 


Him stoned so He couldn’t go to 
the cross, but God did not allow it. 
Satan tried to have Him cast over 
the brow of the hill at Nazareth 
so He couldn’t go to the cross, but 
He disappeared from among them. 
And in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the night before He was to go to 
the cross, our Saviour prayed, and 
His soul was exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death, and He said, “I 
am about to die. Won’t some of 
you pray with me?” And His soul 
was being poured out, He was at 
the point of death, and the bloody 
sweat broke from His body, and He 
prayed and said, “My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me.” 

When I used to hear preachers 
say He was praying to miss the 
cross, I used to think it was late 
in the day, when the Lord Jesus 
had planned it, and inspired every 
prophet that ever wrote it, I 
thought it was late in the day for 
Jesus to fear the cross! I thought 
when they said, “His soul shrinks 
back from it’ — Jesus never had 
any other attitude but complete 
willingness, complete surrender, 
and that isn’t all, complete knowl- 
edge of the will of God. 

But some people think, ‘“Maybe 
He thought God had some other 
way to save sinners.’ That is 
strange. I read the Old Testament, 
and I read the promises, and I 
never did find anything else in 
there — It is strange the Son of 
God wouldn’t know as much as I 
know about it. He was not praying 
against the will of God but He 
was saying, “My Father, the devil 
is trying to kill me in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. Let this cup pass. 
Tonight is not the time appointed 
nor the way appointed.” ‘I'he gos- 
pel is that Christ must die for our 
sins according to the Scriptures. So 
Jesus went on to the cross. 

But Satan hates the cross. Now 
Jesus said to His disciples, “If you 
want to follow me, take up the 
cross.” He is not talking to a lost 
man. If you are a lost man and 
you are trying to follow Him — 
He was sinless, and you are not 
sinless. Until your sin is taken care 
of; there is no way that anybody 
can follow Christ. You can’t fol- 
low Him until after you are saved, 
until you are born again and ave 
given a new heart, your sin atoned 
for and you are justified. But then 
the word is, “Come, follow me.” 
Remember the Scripture _ said, 
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an ensample that we should foi- 
low His steps” (I Peter 2:21). Je- 
sus said, ‘““He that believeth on me, 
the work that I do shall he do ai- 
so; and greater works than these 
shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father’ (John 14:12). And the 
Saviour breathed on the disciples 
after He arose from the dead, in 
John 20, and said, “As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send L you.” 
And Paul says in Philippians 2:5: 
“Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus.” 


There is a blessed unity of the 
believer and Christ. His task is 
our task. His kind of preaching is 
our kind of preaching. And I will 
say it reverently, His kind of pow- 
er is our kind of power. And I 


week of special meetings to bless 
a number of churches. 

We were blessed in being able 
to pray at ‘Bethel,’ the chapel 
beautifully built just for prayer out 
at Camp Reveal. We have heard 
the testimonies of many who re- 
member the day and hour when 
they found Christ at this mission. 
How sweet to hear some say that 
it was last year when I spoke here, 
and others who were saved as long 
ago as twenty-four years when the 
mission first started. Thank God 
for Brother and Mrs. Reveal. They 
have a faithful, prayer-hearing’God 
who has cared for the work, pro- 
vided a great building, that great 
camp for summer work with un- 
derprivileged mothers and girls and 
boys. Note in the above report that 
over-a thousand people claimed 
conversion through the work of the 
mission last year alone. 

Tonight I go to Philadelphia, 
where, Tuesday morning I begin 
two weeks with the Morning 
Cheer Broadcast and Mr. Geurge 
Palmer. How I do need the power 
of the Holy Spirit! I earnestly 
covet your prayers that many may 
be saved. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


will be even more daring, His kind 
of results are our kind of results. 
We preach the same gospel. We 
can have the same power of the 
Holy Spirit. We can follow Jesus. 


Now Jesus said here, “If any 
man will come after me.” “If you 
want to follow me you may. Fol- 
low me, and I will make you fishers 
of men, Peter. Do you want to 
leave your nets and follow me?” 
Peter did, and so did James and 
John and Andrew. Jesus said, 
“Levi, follow me.” And that publi- 
can left his tax collecting and fol- 
lowed Jesus. 

Take up your cross. That is what 
it takes to follow Jesus. Will it 
take a college education? I am 
for colleges and learning. I have 
been exposed to a little of it, it 
didn’t all take. But learning is in- 
cidental in this main matter. Do 
you know what it takes to follow 
Jesus? You had just as well make 
up your mind to this: it means 
Calvary. It means Gethsemane and 
the cross. It means reproach and 
spitting. It means to die! . 

Somebody says, “Well, I Have 
certainly got a cross!” 

What do you mean? 

“Well, I have the wrong room- 
mate, and she isn’t nice to me. That 
certainly is a cross.”’ 

Somebody else says, “I certainly 
have a cross. My dad won’t give 
me enough money.” | 

That is certainly terrible! But 
that is not a cross. We have used 
words so lightly that they have no 
meaning tcr us any more. That is 
especially true in Christianity. We 
have a tendency to always hold to 
the form but forget godliness az:nd 
the .power thereof. Let’s remember 
that a*cross to Jesus meant death. 


and self denial and giving self up 
and pouring out of His soul, and 
then to arise again. 

Do you want to follow Jesus 
then ? 

I remember the time I started 
out to be a soul winner. I had 
thought, “If I get where I win souls 
and the more I love the Lord Jesus 
and the more I know of the Bible 
and the more I serve Him, I will 
be popular and have more friend:.” 
I looked forward to the time when 
I would greach the convention ser- 
mon in the Texas Baptist Conven- 
tion. I thvuught it would not be 
very longs, if I won more souls, and 
loved the Lord better, and sur- 
rendered wholly to Him, then I 
would be wonderfully received. B..t 
I have learned since that this werld 
is not a friend to the Lord Jesus. 
The way up is down. Before the 
crown comes the cross. You come 
on and go te Calvary first. 

A few months ago I heard Win- 
ston Churchill on the radio, that 
good man, that strong man, and 
may God be with him. I heard that 
man say to the people of England, 
“I don’t call you to a _bed of 
roses,” he said, “I call you to blood- 
shed and sweat and toil and tears.” 

And would you ask less for the 
Lord Jesus, I wonder, than England 
asks of her sons? I have thought 
day after day of the fine young R. 
A. F. fellows defending England. 
They give themselves after a 
course of intensive training, get in 
their Spitfire or Hurricane planes, 
give them the gun and out they go 
to beat the bombing squadrons off, 
and protect mothers, wives, and 
other innocent ones. Their blood 
has enriched the soil of England 
and incarnadined the English Chan- 
nel as they have gone out to pro- 
tect their country. And every dic- 
tator in the world says the word 
and young men go out to meet 
doom. They sweat, they train, they 
risk all, they die, for causes good 
or bad. 

Should we expect less for Jesus? 
Should a Christian not be willing 
to die for Christ, if millions would 
die for country? : 

I will tell you what is the matter 
with young people today. You are 
softies! I tell you, that is not only 
true of young people. The same is 
true of the older people. Do you 
know what is the matter with 
preachers? They are softies, sis- 
sies, panty-waists. Do you know 
what is the matter with Chris- 
tians? They can’t stand fire, or 
persecution, they must be pamp- 
ered these days. We must have 
full course dinners, we must have 
our salads from the South, and our 
desserts from the seven seas. We 
must have hardwood floors and tiie 
both rooms and electric refrigera- 
tion, and new model cars, and fur 
coats. And who of you have ever 
lost a friend for Jesus? You want 
to serve Him. Some of you want 
to go to Africa or China, and some 


to pulpits. But who of you ever 


that it meant shame and spitting, . 
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Friday, March 21, 1941 


THE DOUBTER’S QUESTION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


make some kind of sign,’ what- 
ever it was. He stepped back as 
that multitude, 100,000 strong, 
raised their hands in the ancient 
gladitorial salute and cried, “Mori- 
turi te salutamus,’ meaning 
“Death! we salute thee!”’ “We are 
ready to die for Italy.’ My friends, 
Jesus Christ doesn’t want us to 
die. 

I used to pray, “Lord, if you 
want me to die for this revival, I 
want to do it,” but I don’t do it 


lost a friend or ever had anybody 
spit in your face? Whoever lost a 
job or lost a dollar for Jesus 
Christ. God have pity on us ease- 
loving Christians who never faced 
a cross, never gave up self to die 
for Christ! 

I wonder what we will think 
when we meet Paul and see- the 
marks on him, and say, “Paul, 
what are those great scars across 
your face?” 

“That is what I got when I 
fought with the lions in the Coli- 
seum at Ephesus.” 

“What is this limp as you walk?” 

“This is where they stoned me 
and left me for dead and dragged 
me out of the city like a horse, at 
Derbe and Lystra.”’ 


“What is the matter with your- 


eyesight, Paul?” 

“I never have seen well since 
the blinding light shined from 
Heaven that day when-I was on 
the road to Damascus.” 

God have pity, where are our 
tears and our agony? To follow 
Jesus means to die. 

I sat a few months ago at the 
faculty table at Moody Bible In- 
stitute, and beside me sat dear Dr. 
Scott, the father of Betty Scott 
Stam of blessed memory. He said 
he had just gotten Betty’s Bible. 
It had been shipped to him from 
China, found in the loot taken by 
Communists, when they murdered 
her and her young husband, John 
Stam. Over in the back of the Bi- 
ble he showed me something writ- 
ten in her handwriting. In her Bi- 


ble in her sophomore year in Wil-. 


son College she had written: 


“Here and now I give myself 
over to the Lord, to live, and 
if need be, to die for Him, and 
no friendship, and no love, no 
work, no dear one in the world 
is to come between me and 
Thee. Take me now, for life 
and for death.” 


And she signed her name, that 
sophomore girl. 

Do you wonder why it was that 
God chose to let the Communists’ 
sword chop off the head of that 
dear girl? 

I will tell you why it was. She 
made up her mind while still in 
college that she was willing to die. 
People say, “These days God does 
not want people to die for Him. 
He wants them to live for Him.” 
Find me the chapter and verse for 
that, will you? It isn’t ‘there! It 
hasn’t been changed. If you follow 
Jesus, it is Calvary and Geth- 
semane, and shame and spitting. 
First the cross, and then after a 
while, the crown! 

I am glad to be with you. Let 
us pray. 

Our Heavenly Father, put thy 
blessing, on this great crowd of 
young people. Teach people to en- 
dure hardness. Somebody here will 
have to say good-bye to sweet- 
heart if he goes to the mission 
field God says go to. Somebody 
here. will have to go against moth- 
er’s and father’s plans, and lux- 
uries must be laid aside if he or 
she ever goes where Thou sayest, 
Lord Jesus. Somebody will have 
to lose friends and be counted a 
fool and a fanatic and a nut and 
a radical if he has the power of 
the Holy Ghost for soul winning. 


Breathe on these people. Forgive 
us our softness. 
easy-going, with no travail of soul, 
no agony of intercession, that we 
have to have all the comforts of 
life and luxuries or we cannot be 
happy. God forgive us that we set 
the same standards for ourselves 
that the world follows. We follow 
them, too. We pray that we may 
have the grace to follow thee, O 
Lord Jesus, even through Geth- 
semane, to the cross. Amen. 

‘Where He leads me I will fol- 


low, 
Where He leads me I will fol- 
low, . tv, 
Where He leads me I will fol- 


low, 
I'll go with Him, with Him all 
the way.” : 


Forgive us our | 


any more. That is foolish, that is 
silly. Now I pray: “Lord, let me 
live so sacrificially and so victori- 
ously that I will win this victory. 
You and,l and other people in this 


congregation who are help meets 


during this revival campaign — 
we need Christ! We can’t get along 
without Him ourselves. We can’t 
get along without Him in our per- 
sonal lives. We can’t get along 
without Him in our homes and 
schools. And without Christ our 
efforts are insane and iniquitous. 
Without Christ our churches are 
impotent and empty because Christ 
is not in them. Our preaching is 
putrid and pusillanimous, power- 
less, weak because Christ is not 
in it. Our testimony is barren and 
futile and fruitless because Christ 


is not in it. Our lives are discour-_ 


aged and disappointed and unhappy 
because Christ is not in them. But 
Christ, the blessed Son of God, 
stands before us and says, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden,.and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls’ — that is 
what He wants us to do. 


And to do that I repeat the three 
things we have to do is, first, re- 
ceive Him as our Saviour; second, 
give our lives, every inch, évery 
ounce all the time at His beck and 
call, and third, to do all that is 
within our strength and power and 
ability to pass Him on to others. 
And you know, beloved, tonight 
would be the best time in the world 
to begin it. It would be the choicest 
and safest and sanest and most 
spiritual and Scriptural, in every 
way, the very best time to begin 
serving the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
let Him come into your life. Dont 
hesitate. Don’t wait. Don’t dance 
to the devil’s tune for you will 
have to pay the piper and you will 
have to pay too much. Why 20 9n 
discouraged, unhappy, uncertain, 
shaking and quaking, with every 
passing wind, doubt and whimsy 
and storm when we can anchor cur 
feet in the Rock of Ages in Heav- 
en? . 
He invites you to come. Do so 
tonight. Won’t you do it? Won't 
you do it? You know, I envy the 
opportunity you have being here 
night after night. I left Oklahoma 
at 11 o’clock Wednesday night and 
drove all night and all day to get 
here by 7 o’clock last night to hear 
Dr. Maeartney.. Your hearts were 
stirred by his great message and 
this humble testimony of mine has 
added but a straw’s weight to it. 
But tonight make your decision. 
We are going to stand and sing— 


‘Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed 


for me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come 
to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! I 
come!” 


And as we stand and sing, you 
listen, you come if you are un- 
saved or you doubt your salvation. 
You know you want to be saved. 
That is all God requires. As we 
stand and sing you come down 
these aisles and walk through 
these doors into the inquiry room 
where someone will be there to 
take care of you. If you are a 
Christian, a child of God, but have 
drifted away from Christ; you are 
unhappy Won’t you come back 
to the Lord? 
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